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INSTRUCTIONS: Literature Review & 
Sourcing Topics

1. Form Groups of ~ 4 or 5 individuals
2. Groups will pair against each other, as Groups will debate each other after 

agreeing on a topic to examine:
3. Pairs of Groups will Choose a Hot Topic: Controversial, Current Debates, 

Politics, Conspiracy Theories, Historical Events, Things having to do with 
Famous People, etc. (Possible ideas available on following slide)
 Each Group Member must find at least one source to support their side of 

the debate
Group’s sources must have at least one source from the following 3 types :

1. OCC Library, 2. A News Source 3. Government, Legal, or Historical Events and Other 
Content Rich Websites (Suggested sources provided on class Sources webpage.) 

4. Present your findings in a PowerPoint (Presentation instructions on following 
slide)
 Question and Answer Session (Each student will be expected to ask 

questions)
5. Class will vote on the winners!

https://loraconnor.com/psych280/psych_280/sources


INSTRUCTIONS: 
PowerPoint  

Presentations

1. Title Slide 
 Title and a list of group members

2. Introduction slide
 Present your hypothesis, indicating what side of the 

argument you’re supporting
3. One slide for each source

 Each Group Member must find one source
 Base upon what we learned in lecture, add the Pros & 

Cons for each source you used that points out the 
strengths and any possible weaknesses of your source. 
(This can be on the same slide or on an additional slide)
DO NOT use any online “Fact Checkers” to support your 

sources. YOU should be the Fact Checker for your own 
sources. Even Fact Checkers can be wrong.

 Always cite your sources! Including the sources used (if 
any) to support your original source(s) (Place at the 
bottom of the page)

4. Closing slide Recap and Final arguments
See Example Presentation in Toolbox on class website

https://www.loraconnor.com/psych280/psych_280/toolbox-docs/Chemtrails.pptx


Grading
1. Quality of Sources Used & Creativity
2. Strength of your Argument

 If unable to find strong/legitimate sources to support your side 
of the debate, find/use sources to support the opposing point-
of-view 

3. Each person must present
4. Asking and Answering Questions 

 This includes the presenters and the rest of the class



Ideas for Popular & Controversial Topics
 1st Amendment rights: 

 Free speech
 Freedom of religion

 2nd Amendment rights
 Other Constitutional rights
 Medical treatments for COVID-19
 Taxes

 Investigate almost any topic 
regarding taxes

 Where are they spent
 Why do we have them
 Are they un/constitutional
 How does government get 

permission to tax us
 Federal or state taxes

 Religion
 Home schooling
 School vouchers
 Abortion
 Vaccines
 Homeopathy
 GMOs
 Tenure in colleges
 Job security in government jobs
 Confederate flag
 Euthanasia

 Voting/Election Integrity
 Racism/Sexism 
 Global Warming
 NXIVM
 Gay 

 Marriage/Parenting
 Transgender

 In Athletics
 Restroom usage 

 Other Political Hot Topics
 Conspiracy Theories 

 CIA Activities
 MK Ultra
 Fake News
 QAnon
 Chem Trails
 UFOs
 Giants, Loch Ness, Sasquatch, 

Dragons
 Kennedy Assassination
 Hollow Earth
 Flat Earth
 Illuminati/Freemasons/Other 

Secret Societies
 Secret Antarctic Colony
 Project Looking Glass

 Investigate a non-profit (e.g., are they 
non- helpful/corrupt/political)
 Who are they affiliated with
 Who owns them
 Who runs them
 Where does all their money go & 

come from
 Historical events

 Nine eleven (9-11)
 Wars: WWI, WWII, Vietnam, etc.
 FISA
 Operation Fast & Furious
 Operation Paperclip
 Operation Highjump

 Famous people
 Hillary Clinton
 Adolf Hitler
 Barack Obama
 Trump
 Bush
 Kennedy
 English Royalty
 Other world leaders 
 Jeffrey Epstein
 Hollywood Stars

 Marilyn Monroe
 Elvis



Three Types of Sources
Must use at Least 2 Different Types of Sources (1 to 2 sources per 
person)
1. OCC Library database
2. News Resources from sources other than Mainstream 

Media (MSM)
 (e.g., MSM: MSNBC, CNBC, ABC, CBS, Fox, CNN, 

Yahoo, AOL, NY Times, LA Times, etc.) 
 Some suggestions can be found on the class website 

on the Sources web page
3. Supplemental Resources: Government, Legal, or Historical 

Events and Content  (e.g., diaries, meetings, speeches, 
interviews, etc.)

 Some suggestions can be found on the class website 
on the Sources web page

 Use discretion if choosing your own alternative sources
 It is recommended to use search engines and web 

browsers other than Google, Chrome, Firefox, and 
Explorer. Suggestions provided on the Sources web page. 

http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/academics/library/Pages/default.aspx
https://loraconnor.com/psych280/psych_280/sources
https://loraconnor.com/psych280/psych_280/sources
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